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MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

GIFTED AND TALENTED POLICY 

 

Rationale 

Malek Fahd Islamic School (MFIS) is founded to provide opportunities to its students to excel in 

this life and the Hereafter. Our vision is to provide quality academic education where students are 

encouraged to reach their full potential. An essential ingredient for achieving ‘personal excellence’ 

is for learning to be challenging. Students have varying degrees of readiness for learning, with 

some being extremely capable of understanding difficult concepts and learning new things quickly 

and deeply. While the regular curriculum holds sufficient challenge for most students, for gifted 

students it holds insufficient challenge. There needs to be a variety of different strategies employed 

to ensure that these students achieve their own personal excellence.  

 

Aim 

Malek Fahd Islamic School aims to develop effective and equitable identification procedures for 

gifted and talented students, and to maximise their learning outcomes through developmentally 

appropriate programs. Our aim is to ensure that the strengths of all students are identified and that 

young students with significant potential in any area of endeavour are challenged and given the 

opportunity to realise their talents through flexible, student-centred provisions and programmes 

that are tailored to their specific learning needs.  

 

Definition 

A gifted student has the potential to achieve at a level that is well above average in one or more of 

the following domains: intellectual, creative, social and physical. Talented students are those 

whose skills are distinctly above average in one or more areas of human performance. (New South 

Wales Department of Education and Communities ‘Gifted and Talented’ Policy, 2004)  

 

It is important to note that ‘gifted’ children are not a homogeneous group. There are different 

levels, as well as different kinds of giftedness. ‘Highly and exceptionally gifted students need a 

curriculum that is more challenging and intellectually rigorous than their moderately gifted 

classmates.’ (from Gifted Students in Secondary Schools, Differentiating the curriculum, by Miraca 

Gross, Bronwyn MacLeod and Marilyn Pretorius, 2003)  

An underachieving child of high potential can thus be acknowledged as a gifted student whose 

abilities have not yet developed as talents. The translation of giftedness into talent can be either 

facilitated or impeded by variables including the student’s motivation and self-esteem, socio-

economic and cultural factors, and the school’s capacity to identify and foster his or her gifts. 

(Gagné, 1995)  
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Characteristics of Gifted Students  

Van Tassel-Baska (1988) has reported on three fundamental differences that stand out from 

research on the characteristics of gifted students. Gifted students have the capacity to:  

▪ learn at faster rates;  

▪ find, solve and act on problems more readily; and  

▪ manipulate abstract ideas and make connections.  

Some typical attributes of gifted and talented students include:  

▪ a large, advanced vocabulary for their age;  

▪ the ability to discuss complex ideas and concepts;  

▪ quick mastery and recall of factual information;  

▪ creativity and imagination;  

▪ enjoyment of reading;  

▪ the ability to work independently, to be self-critical, and to strive for perfection;  

▪ an interest in and concern about world problems;  

▪ the ability to apply learning and knowledge from one situation to another;  

▪ the ability to grasp relationships and principles, and draw sound generalisations;  

▪ initiation of their own activities and absorption in them, with little external motivation;  

▪ wide interests, often in art, music and drama;  

▪ the ability to relate well to older students/adults and enjoy learning from them; and  

▪ the ability to use two or more languages.  

Core characteristics  

Cohen (1994) suggests seven core characteristics of the gifted and talented:  

▪ a rich memory storehouse;  

▪ intense curiosity;  

▪ reflectivity;  

▪ openness to experiences;  

▪ an ability to make relationships, generalise, and abstract;  

▪ an ease and speed of problem solving; and  

▪ acute sensitivity.  

 (New South Wales Board of Studies ‘Guidelines for Accelerated Progression’, 2000) 

Procedures 

Identification 

It is important to identify gifted & talented students as early as possible, so that learning 

programmes can be developed for them that focus on their needs and provide the opportunity for 

them to reach their potential. The true abilities of highly gifted children are not identified in tests 

that have been designed for their age group. A balance of objective and subjective approaches is 

most appropriate for the assessment of the gifted and talented.  

MFIS employs a wide range (multiple criteria) of identification methods such as: 
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▪ Naplan test results( Years 3,5,7 &9) 

▪ Selective tests (Year 6) & ICAS Results 

▪ Nomination by parent, teacher or self ( Appendix A,B&C ) 

▪ Primary school advice 

▪ Behavioural checklists ( Appendix D) 

▪ Observations and anecdotal evidence 

▪ Interviews 

▪ Academic grades/ Semester reports 

▪ Products and performance based on class work 

▪ Off – level testing 

▪ Previous school feedback 

▪ Co- curricular activity records 

The school counsellor conducts psychometric assessment, provides counselling and may act as 

an advocate for the student. 

Strategies for meeting the needs of Gifted and Talented students  

Whole School strategy  

1. Streaming  

Streaming starts in Year 6 after analysing Year 5 semester and Naplan results where students are 

placed in full time ability groups and this continues in the high school. This is done to reduce the 

range of abilities in a class and to allow for students in one or two groups to work more quickly and 

at greater depth than in other groups. The top 2 classes include the academically more capable for 

whom more challenging work and extension opportunities exist. The remainder is in mixed ability 

classes where teachers provide a range of educational experiences which ensure that all students’ 

needs are met. For high achieving students, being in a group of like-minded students is very 

beneficial. The level of competition is heightened, syllabus content is covered at a faster pace 

and/or in greater depth, students’ learning is stimulated by the enthusiasm of other students and 

there is more time for enrichment and extension activities.   

This strategy goes some way towards meeting the needs of high achieving students, but for gifted 

and talented students a more specific and individual programme is needed to facilitate their 

achievement of their potential.   

2. Strategies for individuals  

Each gifted and talented student is an individual and will have differing needs. A programme will be 

developed for each identified gifted and talented student that will best meet his/her needs.   

Enrichment, extension and acceleration are the three main methods of catering for the 

intellectually gifted child. Mentoring is another strategy that has worked very well in a small number 

of instances and subject/class teachers would make appropriate decisions on this. 

 

3. Enrichment and Extension (Differentiating the curriculum)  

‘Enrichment’ activities add greater breadth to curriculum content and are suitable for all students. 

‘Extension’ activities allow students to explore areas of study or interest in more depth. Most 

students will benefit from these activities.  
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Gifted and talented students should be challenged through the provision of learning experiences 

that provide the most appropriate combinations of:   

▪ enrichment at the same level of challenge;  

▪ more work at a higher level of challenge;  

▪ work that meets the specific needs and interests of the particular student;  

▪ the opportunity to spend time, where possible, with others of like ability and interests. 

(Benbow, 1998) 

At MFIS, all teachers are expected to encourage high achievement, originality, problem-solving, 

higher order thinking skills and creativity in their classrooms. Teachers where possible, 

differentiate teaching programs to cater for differential learning patterns and this is recorded as 

part of the annotation in the programs and teaching/learning units and monitored by the Heads of 

Departments. Possible strategies for enrichment and extension include:  

▪ The use of higher-order questions/projects with Bloom’s Taxonomy and/or Multiple 

Individual research or projects of a challenging nature;  

▪ Open-ended questions;    

▪ Intelligences to scaffold ( within each KLA);  

▪ Solving complex problems;  

▪ Incorporating group activities; 

▪ Providing opportunities for peer tutoring. 

 

 Extra-Curricular Activities  

Traditional classes and extension classes do not necessarily provide for all students who are 

talented. For such students it is outside the classroom that many talents are revealed and should 

be developed. They may be exhibited in the following areas and fostered by the means indicated:  

Area of Talent Means of Development 

Leadership Student Representative Council, Peer Support, Peer  
Tutor, Assembly Chair, Sports Captains, Duke of  Edinburgh 
Scheme 

Music Performances, Competitions, Choir 

Public Speaking Debating, Public speaking, Assemblies, Youth of Year  
competition 

Writing Contributions to Newsletter and outside competitions 

Charity Work Organising, Publicity and Fundraising, Volunteers project 

Artistic Exhibitions, Competitions, workshops  

Sport Individual and team games, inter-school competitions, school 
and local coaching. 

 

The extra-curricular activities are run by the school for which staff have responsibilities and student 

involvements in these activities are identified in their reports. 
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HSC delivery via the vertical (compression) model 

In this model, students’ study requirements for the HSC are usually completed over a conventional 
two-year period. However, both the Preliminary and HSC components of some of the Stage 6 
courses (including the HSC examination) are completed in one calendar year rather than two. 

 ‘Compression’ permits a limited number of students to move through content at a faster rate. For a 

very small number of high ability students — the outstanding and the exceptional, this may mean 

acceleration beyond their enrolment cohort into a higher cohort,  

▪ in one or more subject areas in which the student is particularly talented  

The aim of compression is to ensure a stimulating and challenging learning environment for the 

student. It also provides them with further opportunities in the later years of their schooling, such 

as the opportunity to undertake HSC- University Pathways for Talented Students or a 

broader/deeper selection of subjects.  

Compression involves the promotion of a student to a level of study beyond that which is usual for 

their age. As an intervention tool for gifted and talented students it has been well supported by 

research literature. 

In selecting appropriate students for the vertical model, a wide range of factors need to be 

considered including:   

▪ academic capacity;  

▪ school performance;  

▪ early achievement of the required outcomes stated for their particular curriculum stage in 

Board of Studies syllabuses;  

▪ social adjustment;  

▪ emotional readiness for the compression proposed;  

▪ future patterns of study; and  

▪ issues centred on school staffing and resource 

Students who have been allowed into the compression model will be outstanding students within 

the subject candidature. In the school setting, the students must be considered holistically and be 

socially and emotionally ready for compression, as well as intellectually advanced.  

COMPRESSION AT MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL  

Individual students at Malek Fahd Islamic School who are gifted and talented in one or more 

subject areas and who are identified as genuine accelerants may be offered the option of 

compression in one or more courses.  

A limited number of high ability students, those who are outstanding and exceptional may be 

allowed to complete elements of their HSC before their year group in line with the NSW Board of 

Studies requirements.  In this model, the select student(s) will complete Stage 5 course (year 9 & 

10) as usual over a two year period. Upon completion of all Stage 5 requirements for a course, the 

student may then commence an appropriate Stage 6 course in the subject area ahead of the 

cohort, starting in week 6 of Term 4. This would mean that a student may be able to complete 

both the Preliminary Stage 6 and HSC Stage 6 in year 11. This may occur in one subject or for 

some students, maximum of two subjects. At present, compression will only be offered in 

Mathematics and Biology.  Continued progression in this vertical model will be subject to 

continued display of exceptional performance. 
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The final decision about a particular student joining the compression classes will be made by the 

Principal. The Gifted and Talented Coordinator will provide accurate and timely information to the 

Principal and is responsible for implementing this policy and maintaining the associated records.   

Where a student demonstrates an authentic interest in, and aptitude for, a Stage 6 course for 

which there is no corresponding Stage 5 course, the Stage 5 student may begin studying the 

Stage 6 course when all requirements in that particular Stage 5 KLA have been completed. 

Where a student is allowed compression a year ahead of their cohort, the delivery of the Stage 6 

course will be the same as to non-compression students. All compression and non-compression 

students undertaking Stage 6 courses in a calendar year will be treated as one cohort and will be 

provided with the same teaching program, hours of delivery, course work, and assessment 

program and will be subject to the same grading procedures. 

The assessment of students will determine in which area of the curriculum they are gifted and the 

compression program will cater for advancement in this subject area only. The Gifted and Talented 

Coordinator will also consider the pattern of study (Appendix F) for each identified student and the 

impact of any compressed course on the student’s eligibility for the award of the HSC. Should any 

concern arise, the Coordinator will advise the Deputy Principal with regard to the Deputy 

Principal’s responsibility for monitoring the eligibility of students for HSC.   

Where the Principal agrees to the identified student being offered compression, the parents of the 

student will be informed of the student’s selection and any implications for the student, for example 

in relation to hours of schooling, pattern of study and/or costs (Appendix G). A student will not be 

allowed into the vertical model if a parent objects. All students in the vertical model will have their 

progress monitored thoroughly and on a regular basis. The student and parent would be made 

aware that a return to mainstream class placement will occur if the results have not been 

satisfactory. The student may withdraw from compression at any time. 

The Gifted and Talented Coordinator will maintain records of all documentation used to assess an 

individual student’s suitability and selection for compression in the student folders. These records 

will be available to a parent of a compression student, if requested. 

 

HSC Assessment program for compression students 

All compression and non-compression students undertaking Stage 6 courses in a calendar year 

will be treated as one cohort and will be provided with the same hours of delivery, course work and 

assessment program including for the allocation of Year 11 grades. 

Therefore, in terms of the formal assessment program for the HSC, a student in the vertical model 

will complete all assessment tasks (or the equivalent) that are undertaken by students completing 

the usual HSC program in the subject.  

MFIS will maintain records of the assessment schedule and assessment tasks for all courses 

delivered by the school according to the school’s Assessment Handbook. Prior approval from the 

Gifted and Talented Coordinator must be obtained where a teacher intends that an ‘equivalent 

assessment task’ be undertaken by a student in the vertical model. Prior to the commencement of 

their coursework, students moving into a Stage 6 course will complete the HSC: All My Own Work 

program. The Gifted and Talented Coordinator is responsible for checking that the program has 

been completed by each student in the vertical model.  
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Ongoing assessment and progression of compression students  

Students who are allowed into the vertical model must be able to demonstrate completion of the 

Board of Studies syllabus outcomes, i.e. they must attain the outcomes required in the Board’s 

syllabuses earlier than other students. Students will not be allowed into compression if they have 

not achieved at a high standard in the required outcomes. This need not mean that every outcome 

has been fully attained; however, the student should have demonstrated a very high standard of 

achievement.  

Students, who are allowed into the vertical model, will be outstanding or exceptional students who 

have received ‘A’ grading in their Stage 5 Mathematics and Science RoSA assessments and have 

received a favourable teacher nomination regarding their work ethics and ability to cope with the 

workload. Students who have not received an ‘A’ grading will not be allowed into the vertical model 

unless there are exceptional and compelling circumstances. 

The School will ensure that the teaching and assessment program for courses that include 
students in the ‘vertical’ model is valid and reliable. The Heads of Departments of the different 
KLA’s will ensure that the quality of the educational program is in compliance. The school will 
maintain records of the teaching program, scope and sequence, assessment schedule and 
assessment tasks for all courses delivered by the school according to the School’s Assessment 
Handbook. The Heads of Departments will provide a copy of these records to the Gifted & 
Talented Coordinator each term for each course being undertaken by students in the ‘vertical’ 
program. 
 
Subject teachers will undertake ongoing assessment and monitoring of individual students in one 
or more courses of the ‘vertical’ model, at a minimum of once every four weeks. This would be 
achieved through the standard evaluation proforma (Appendix E). This data will then be analysed 
by the Senior Academic Committee and the Gifted and Talented Coordinator and will inform about 
the students’ social, emotional and academic achievement. The Senior Academic Committee and 
the Gifted & Talented Coordinator are responsible for reviewing the assessment records for each 
student and for advising the Deputy Principal of any concern about the progress of a particular 
student in the ‘vertical’ model.’ 
 
For each student undertaking the ‘vertical’ model, the Gifted & Talented Coordinator will maintain 
comprehensive records showing ongoing evidence of the School’s assessment of the 
suitability/continuity for the individual student’s progression and achievement in the ‘vertical’ model. 
The School’s record will include evidence of the student’s achievement, scope and sequence, 
assessment schedules, sample assessment tasks and pattern of study. 
 
For each individual student in the ‘vertical’ model who does not demonstrate progressive 
achievement, the school will provide the necessary support to the student to enable the student to 
achieve in the ‘vertical’ model. Parents will be requested to participate in the planning and 
execution of the range of support mechanisms in these circumstances. Where, with the support 
provided, the student has not been able to make satisfactory progress in the ‘vertical’ model, the 
School will provide all the necessary support to enable the transition of the student into the 
conventional program. 
 
 
Process of Appeal 

 
Where a student does not meet the selection criteria and is therefore not selected in the vertical 
group, the process for appealing such a decision is as follows: 

 
The student and their parents/guardian may appeal the decision in writing to the Senior Academic 
Committee. This Committee consists of the Assistant Principal, the Teaching/Learning Coordinator 
and the Senior Welfare Coordinator. An appeal form can be found on the official school website, as 
well as at the High school Front Office. The form is to be filled out and returned to the High School 



Malek Fahd Islamic School          GAT Policy and Procedures       Version 4: 15/11/2016 Page 10 
 

Front Office within three working days of the selection being made known to the students. A letter 
of appeal will also suffice. 

 
The Committee will review all relevant evidence including RoSA Assessment grades, NAPLAN 
grades, teacher recommendations regarding ability to cope and written submission by 
parents/students. A decision will be made and communicated in writing to the student and his/her 
parent/ guardian within two working days of receiving the submission. The decision made is final. 
 
Withdrawal from Vertical Model 

 
Students can choose to withdraw from the vertical model at any time.  This can only be done after 
a meeting has been held and attended by the School Counsellor, the Gifted and Talented 
Coordinator, the Senior Academic Committee, the student and their parent/guardian.  
Consequences of withdrawal will be explained to the parent/guardian and the student prior to the 
withdrawal being finalized. Minutes will be taken at the meeting, which will be read and signed by 
the student and their parent. The School may require a student to withdraw from the vertical model 
if the student is not coping with the workload. A student may be asked to withdraw if he/she 
receives 3 consecutive unsatisfactory teacher evaluations. The Senior Academic Committee and 
the Gifted and Talented coordinator will make this decision. 
 

Assessment Tasks and Withdrawing from the Vertical Model 

The HSC assessment tasks for Mathematics and Biology will be completed by all students enrolled 

in these courses at the same time, whether they are enrolled in the conventional model or the 

vertical model. 

Students who withdraw from the Vertical Model during the preliminary course will re-join the 

Conventional Model classes for Mathematics and/or Biology. This will happen once the 

conventional group has finished the content last covered by the student enrolled in the vertical 

group. Until this time, the student will be supervised in the High School Library.  

The student is then required to complete all Preliminary assessment tasks as outlined in the 

Conventional Model Mathematics/ Biology course assessment plan provided. The very first 

Preliminary assessment task in Mathematics and Biology will be completed in late Term 1, 2017, 

which means a student withdrawing from the Vertical Model and enrolling in the Conventional 

Model has not missed any Preliminary assessment tasks.  

Students who withdraw from the vertical model in either the Preliminary or HSC courses will not be 

repeating any part of the course content or assessments.  

 

Delivery of courses  

In planning for the provision of a course for compression, including a course where the delivery is 

different for compression and non-compression students (for example where the course time is 

compressed), teachers are required to comply with the school’s Curriculum Planning Policy. This 

policy requires that the following documents be maintained:  

▪ timetables showing the allocation of time and teachers for each Year/class  

▪ the total number of hours allocated to each course 

These records will be maintained by the deputy principal. 
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▪ an overview of the educational program indicating: 

 

- the scope and sequence of learning units/units of work mapped against the content and 

outcomes of the relevant Board syllabus for each course 

- resources and equipment available for each KLA 

▪ teaching programs for each unit of work including 

- teaching and learning strategies (including any adjustments for compression students)  

- appropriate resources  

- registration and evaluation.  

All teaching programs for courses being undertaken by a compression student are supervised by 

the Head of Department, as per the school’s Curriculum Planning Policy. All Head of Departments 

will provide a copy of the Supervision Record to the Gifted and Talented Coordinator each term for 

each course being undertaken by students in the vertical model.  

Where a student is provided with study leave during the HSC examination period for their 

compression course or courses, the school will ensure that it has documentation in relation to the 

individual student’s non-compression HSC courses identifying how the work missed during the 

period of study leave will be addressed. The Gifted and Talented Coordinator is responsible for 

ensuring that the period of study leave will not affect the student’s completion of assessment tasks 

in their non-compression courses. 

The Gifted and Talented Coordinator is responsible for ensuring that:  

▪ each individual student undertaking compression in one or more courses will be eligible for 

HSC. This will be determined by the pattern of study (Appendix F). 

▪ no student will commence a Preliminary course prior to Week 6, Term 4. 

▪ where a student has commenced a course, the school will ensure that the full course will be 

delivered by the school (or through an alternative provider). 

Records relating to the above will be maintained by the Gifted and Talented Coordinator for each 

student in the vertical model. 

Schools Online entries 

Students moving into Stage 6 Preliminary and HSC course work will need to be entered with the 
Board for the higher level study. Malek Fahd will ensure that it submits both the Preliminary grades 
and HSC assessment marks for all students undertaking each course at the school as a single 
group. 

 The entry of students and courses in Schools Online is the responsibility of the Head of 
Department ICT/RoSA & HSC Administration. A copy of the student record for each student in the 
vertical model is to be provided to, and maintained by, the Gifted and Talented Coordinator. 

Staff  

 It is necessary to raise the awareness of staff about the needs of gifted and talented students. 

Staffs have been provided with GAT policy and procedures and have signed a declaration stating 

they have read and understood them. Staff professional development resources should be used to 

help teachers meet the needs of gifted and talented students in the school. Staff are to be 

encouraged to investigate new methods for improving identification and opportunities for students 

who are talented in specific areas. 
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Parent and Community Involvement /Mentoring 

Parents will be involved in the process of identification and would be kept informed about any 

special programs designed for their children. It is hoped that parents and members of the extended 

school community will assist in the provision of contacts who might be available to act as mentors 

or guides for students when necessary. This person should be someone who can identify with the 

student and who has expertise in a particular field that is relevant to the student’s interests and 

capabilities. An outside expert, such as a University lecturer or business person, could be the ideal 

person for this role. Care needs to be taken to carefully match the student and mentor, and to 

ensure that all procedures relating to Malek Fahd Islamic School’s Code of Conduct are followed.  

 

Role of GAT committee 

The GAT committee consists of Head of Departments from all KLAs, school counsellor, curriculum 

coordinator, subject teacher(s) and deputy principal under the leadership of the Gifted & Talented 

Coordinator. It is responsible for 

▪ monitoring and evaluating programs for GAT students 

▪ promoting opportunities for all GAT students 

▪ creating opportunities to support the cohesiveness of each year cohort 

▪ informing all members of the school’s community about the processes involved 

▪ utilising multiple sources of data to ensure that all gifted students are identified 

▪ supporting teachers to develop individualised programs for highly talented students when 

appropriate 

▪ supporting teacher professional learning in the pedagogy that underpins gifted education 

 

Conclusion  

In implementing this policy for meeting the needs of Gifted and Talented students, issues of 

Welfare of students and Professional development of staff will be important. The School will 

recognise these issues and support the continued commitment to providing high quality welfare for 

these students, as well as a strong programme of Professional Development for teachers.  
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APPENDIX A 

 

MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM 

TEACHER NOMINATION OR REFERRAL FORM 

Please forward this referral to the Gifted & Talented Co-ordinator: Mr.Faruk 

 

Student’s Name: _______________________________________    Class: ____________  

Teacher’s Name: ______________________________________     Faculty: __________  

Campus: ___________________________________    Date: ______________________  

 

1. What observations have you made with regard to behaviour, learning or performances that have 

alerted you to this student? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Particular talents or talent areas of the child (please tick those that have been noted) 

 Artistic   Mathematical   Dramatic   Writing  

 Humanities  Languages   Leadership   Interpersonal  

 Reading   Science   Musical   Mechanical  

 Problem 

Solving 

 Creative 

Thought 

 Physical Skills   
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3. Which of the behaviours have you observed in the student? 

 Advanced vocabulary  Highly imaginative 

 Transfers knowledge  Always questioning 

 Well-developed sense of humour  Independent learner 

 Has behavioural difficulties  Risk taker 

 Leader, takes control  Dislikes repetition and practice 

 Concerned about world issues  Perfectionist / Self critical 

 Superior reasoning and retention of 

concepts when interested 

 Vast gap between qualitative level of 

oral and written work 

 Vast repertoire of factual knowledge  Detained knowledge and expertise in 

areas of specific interest 

 Easily distracted in class  Lacks motivation 

 Indifferent and negative attitude 

towards school 

 Self - directed / prefers to work 

independently 

 Underachieving   Always questioning 

 Resists teacher efforts to motivate 

and discipline 

 Evidences low self - esteem / may be 

withdrawn or aggressive in 

classroom 

 

4. What strategies have you used prior to this referral? Please tick appropriate box (es). 

 Differentiated Curriculum 

 Modified assessments 

 Interviewed students 

 Contacted parents 

 Discussed student behaviour / performance with other appropriate teachers 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

 

5. Suggested course of action – to be managed by school GAT committee: 
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 Parent contact 

 Counsellor intervention 

 Consultation with head of department 

 Welfare meeting 

 Teacher / student consultation 

 Other (please specify) 

 

6. Other information relevant to this referral (where necessary) 

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX B 

MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM 

PRIMARY TEACHER NOMINATION OR REFERRAL FORM 

Please return to Mr M Faruk- Gifted & Talented Co-ordinator 

 

Please complete the following details: 

Student’s Name:_____________________________________  Year: _______________  

School                 __________________________________________               Phone:_____________________ 

Teachers’ Name: _____________________________________________________________  Date: _____________________________  

PART A : BEHAVIOUR OBSERVATIONS 

Circle each behaviour you observe in the classroom or playground 

Characteristic Positive Behaviours Negative Behaviours 

1. Highly curious • asks lots of questions 

• inquisitive 

• remember details 

• asks inappropriate questions 

• poor group participant 

• easily diverted from task 

2. Abstract thinker • makes generalizations 

• tests out ideas 

• questions others 

• questions authority 

3. Flexible thinker • employs variety of strategies to work something out • manipulates people and situations by using a variety of 
strategies 

4. Clever use of humour • enjoys ‘adult’ humour 

• gets teachers’ jokes! 

• uses humour at the expense of others 

5. Superior vocabulary • Heightened involvement in discussion 

• Enjoys adult-like discussions 

• may be bossy or overbearing when working with others 

6. Advanced reading • reads widely 

• advanced vocabulary and comprehension 

• reads constantly 

• neglects peer interaction and work – prefers to read 

7. Retention of knowledge; fast learner • moves beyond core content and skills quickly 

• detailed recall of facts 

• rushes work, then disrupts others 

• monopolises class discussion 

8. Long attention span • concentrates and focuses on an area of interest for a long 
period of time 

• easily distracted unless the task is an area of passion or 
interest 

9. Independent • self-directed 

• focused on task in research or study 

• reduced involvement in discussion or group work 

• uncooperative in a group 

10. High level of  responsibility and 

 commitment 

• sets attainable goals 

• learns to accept own limitations 

• tolerant of peers in a group 

• self-critical 

• perfectionist when competing tasks 

• sets unrealistic expectations for other group members 

11. Strong feelings and  opinions • listens to others 

• shows concern and interest 

• considers other’s point of view 

• aware of others’ feelings 

• speaks out and lacks tact 

• over-reacts to others’ comments and reactions 

• confrontational 

12. Strong sense of justice • empathises with those less fortunate 

• wants to ‘save the world’ 

• stands up for other children whom they think have been poorly 
treated 

• argues the rule sin games e.g. handball 

• frustration when others don’t play by rules 

• asks older children or adults to solve issues seen as 
’unfair’ 

13. Original and creative • comes up with ideas ‘out of the box’ 

• sees problems as a whole 

• connects thoughts and feelings 

• unaccepting of status quo 

• absent-minded or daydreamer 

• asks unrelated questions 

• disorganized 
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14. High energy level • wide variety of interests 

• organizes time well 

• high level of individualized learning 

• often difficult to live with 

• may appear hyperactive 

• easily bored so seeks out new things to explore 

15. Immersion learner • wants to know everything about a topic 

• becomes an expert on a topic by reading widely or talking to 
people 

• focuses on topics of interest to them, at the expense of 
classroom work 

• shows off knowledge to prove others wrong 

 

• Please provide details of student ability in literacy including and comprehension 

Written expression 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Ability to express opinions orally 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Ability to listen 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

• Please provide any further information that would assist in making a final decision about considering this student for a place in the gifted and talented class. For example, hearing impairment, 
visual processing discrepancies, auditory sequential processing difficulties. 
 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Year 6 Teacher Signature: _______________________________________________  

Principal’s Signature:_________________________         Date: ________________________ 
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APPENDIX C1 

MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM 

NOMINATION BY PARENT OR CAREGIVER 

Please return this form to Mr Faruk – Gifted & Talented Co-ordinator 

Students Name: _________________________________________________________  

Campus: __________________________       Year: ________   Date: ______________  

Person completing this nomination: _________________________________________ 

Relationship to student: _________________________ Signature: ________________ 

 

 

CHARACTERISTIC MOST OF 

THE TIME 

SOMETIME RARELY 

Recalls facts easily    

Expresses himself/herself fluently    

Is always asking questions    

Has a sense of humour    

Finds unusual uses of things    

Tends to lead /initiate activities    

Is curious    

Has long attention span    

Is easily bored    

Is an avid reader    

Thinks logically    

Mixes with older children and adults    

Is impulsive    

Is an independent learner    

Is concerned about world issues    
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1. When did your child first begin to read? Is he/she self- taught? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. At what age did your child show an understanding of numbers, puzzles and patterns? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How many books or magazines would your child voluntarily read in a month? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

4. Does your child have any unusual interests? If so, what are they? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

5. What types of television programs does your child like to watch? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

6. In what activities does your child participate outside school hours? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

7. What hobbies and interests does your child have? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

8. Would you consider that your child has a particular problem or need that may affect his/her 

learning?  

___________________________________________________________________________  

9. Please add any other information you may feel relevant to your child’s education. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX C2 

MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM 

STUDENT SELF NOMINATION FORM 

Please forward this referral to the Gifted & Talented Co-ordinator: Mr.Faruk. 

 

Student’s Name: _______________________________________    Class: ____________  

Campus: ___________________________________    Date: ______________________  

Please state the subjects that you wish to be nominated for: 

1. __________________________ 

2. __________________________ 

Please answer the following questions. You do not have to complete all questions, only those that 

apply to you: 

• What is/are your favourite subject(s)? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• What do you enjoy about this subject/s? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• What sorts of work/projects do you like to complete? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Do you like working in a team or do you prefer to work independently? Why? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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• What do you like to read? E.g. books, magazines, fiction, and non-fiction. Describe your weekly 

reading habits. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• If you were given the chance to meet anyone in the past or present, who would you like to meet 

and why? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Do you like using computers? What things do you like to do on the computer? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Do you like designing and making things? Are you good at coming up with your own ideas? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• When you are not at school, what do you like to do? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• What sorts of things interest you? Do you know a lot about certain things? What are they? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Additional Information. 

 

You can use the space below to outline any other information which should be considered with your 

application. This can include details of academic performance, your career aspirations or anything 

that you consider relevant. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX E 

MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

 COMPRESSION  MODEL 

STANDARD EVALUATION FORM 

Student Name: _________________                       Class: _______________________   

          Course: _______________________ 

To monitor the progress of students in the ‘compression’ model, we ask teachers to complete and 

comment on the students they currently teach. Please return ASAP to the Gifted & Talented Co-

ordinator (Mr.Faruk). 

1=Below average 2=Progressing  3=Comprehensive 4=Excellent 

Attitude 

towards 

work 

Completion of 

class and 

homework 

Quality of work 

completed 

Assessment of 

performance 

Coping with 

course demands 

Data Analysis 

(Diagnostic 

tests/formative 

assessments) 

     1.                                            

4. 

2.                                            

5. 

3.                                            

6. 

Comments: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TEACHER NAME: …………………………………… 

  SIGNATURE: …………………………………………       DATE: ……………………………………….                                            
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 APPENDIX F 

                                     MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL 

                                    VERTICAL MODEL - PATTERN OF STUDY 

                    STUDENT NAME: _________________________     CLASS: _____ 

Tick the subjects you will do for 2016/2017 period and the subjects planned for 2017/2018 period. (Note: You must 

have 12 units for preliminary course and at least 10 units for the HSC course). Remember that you will have completed 

some preliminary and some HSC courses in year 11. 

SUBJECTS RoSA 

Subjects 

WK 6 TERM 4 2016 –TERM 

3 2017 

TERM 4 2017 – TERM 3 2018 

PRELIM HSC HSC 

English  ✓     

English Standard     

English Advanced     

English Ext 1     

English Ext 2     

Mathematics      

Mathematics 2U (compression)     

Mathematics Ext 1     

Mathematics Ext 2 (4 units)     

Science      

Biology (compression) / Economics     

Chemistry / Modern History /Business Studies     

Physics      

Geography  ✓     

History  ✓     

Commerce  ✓     

Studies of Religion (1 unit)     

PDHPE / Sports ✓     

 Modern History/Legal Studies     

Islamic Studies     

Preliminary Units Total     

HSC Units Total     
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                                                MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL   APPENDIX G 

   HSC DELIVERY VIA VERTICAL MODEL 

                  PARENTAL CONSENT PROFORMA 

 

Malek Fahd Islamic School is pleased to advise that BOSTES has approved the school’s application to 

deliver HSC via the ‘vertical (compressed) model’ to selected students. Study through the compression 

model will start in week 6, Term 4 of 2016. In this model, selected students will study Biology and/or 

Mathematics 2 Unit in Year 11 and then complete further units in Year 12, to total a minimum of 10 HSC 

units. Students may be eligible to complete the preliminary and HSC Biology & Mathematics course, as 

well as the HSC exam in Biology and Mathematics in 2017. At the end of year 12, students combine their 

results in at least 10 HSC units and attain the HSC.  Advantages of this model for students include the 

ability to access extension courses, having an opportunity to sit for a subject the student might not 

otherwise have attempted and experiencing the HSC climate when attempting one or two subjects only. 

However, this model requires that the child displays social readiness and emotional maturity for 

advancement, is prepared for more independent learning and that time management and self-organization 

issues are addressed. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I undertake to: 

✓ Manage my time appropriately so that other courses are not neglected. 

✓ Complete class work and homework on time and at a consistently high standard. 

✓ Complete all assessment tasks on time and at a consistently high standard. 

✓ Consistently demonstrate ability for independent learning. 

✓ Attend all scheduled classes punctually; including morning, afternoon and Saturday classes. 

I understand that: 

✓ There are only a limited number of places in this program and only the top performing students 

would be selected. 

✓ If I fail to meet my obligations for compression and fail to maintain the agreed course performance 

standards (Grade A), I may be withdrawn from the course by the Principal and transitioned into the 

conventional program. 

 

Student Name: ----------------------------              Signature: ------------------------   Date: ------------------- 

 

✓ I have informed myself about the BOSTES guidelines for HSC using a vertical program. 

✓ I have discussed the proposed pattern of study with my son/daughter. 

✓ I give permission for my son/daughter to participate in the compression model in 

Mathematics/Biology. 

✓ I understand that continued placement in the compression model is subject to my son/daughter 

consistently meeting the agreed performance standards at a very high level (Grade A) and that 

failure to do so will lead to the transition of my son/daughter into the conventional program. 

 

Parent/ Guardian Name: -------------------------   Signature: --------------------------- Date: ---------------- 


